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PROVIDENCE -- New Urban Arts and Community MusicWorks have been named two of the top 50 after-school arts programs in the country.

The President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities and its partner agencies selected the two city organizations as semifinalists in the 2005 Coming Up Taller Award.

The President's Committee will send the 50 semifinalists to a national jury. Ten programs will receive the award, which includes a $10,000 grant and a ceremony at the White House. The winners will be announced later this month.

"I'm extremely proud that two Providence youth arts education programs have been recognized as among the very best in the nation," Mayor David N. Cicilline said yesterday. "Providence has been recognized as an arts mecca and with New Urban Arts and Community MusicWorks leading the way, we can become a mecca for youth arts programming, too."

Founded in 1997, New Urban Arts provides an art studio, exhibition space and mentoring for high school students in Providence public high schools. Built around the residency of the Providence String Quartet, Community MusicWorks offers free programs that build relationships between families and professional musicians in the city's West End, South Side, Elmwood and Olneyville neighborhoods.

This is the fourth consecutive year that New Urban Arts has received this recognition and the first for Community MusicWorks.

"We are very proud to be considered among the outstanding arts organizations empowering youth throughout the country," said Tyler Denmead, New Urban Arts' executive director.

Jennifer Rice, an alumnus and staff member of New Urban Arts, said that "Because people here have started investing in me, I have started to feel like I want to invest in other people. It's a trickle-down effect."

In addition to their arts programs, both organizations have been working to launch the Providence Youth Arts Collaborative. This network of six Providence youth arts programs collaborates on programming, shares resources and cultivates young leaders.

The other members of the network are the Everett Dance Theater, AS220 Broad Street Studio, Providence CityArts and the Providence Black Repertory Company.

